
1. Planting 100,000 trees at the source of Tuul River
2. Improving public awareness of Ulaanbaatar’s air quality
3. Establishing a South Gobi biodiversity photo and video bank
4. Improvement of the environment for children’s living and study
5. Supporting public awareness and legal regulation of intellectual property
6. Ganjuur and Danjuur Sutras in the South Gobi
7. Improving streets in the capital city

Projects funded in 2013

Social Investment 2011-2014



Project: Planting 100,000 trees at 
the source of Tuul River 
Project implementing 
organisation: Ikh Ust Tuul, NGO
Project financing in 2013: 
US$200,000
Project duration: 2013 - 2016  

The Tuul River is the primary source 
of drinking water for the capital 
city, where half of the Mongolian 
population lives today. In order to 
increase the flow of the Tuul River, 
and the primary water source of the 
population, Oyu Tolgoi is supporting a 
project to re-forest  a total of 2,400 
hectares of land at the source of the 
river. 

The project is being implemented by 
the non-governmental organization, 
“Ikh Ust Tuul”. The NGO was founded 
with five members on May 5, 2012 
with the goal of planting trees at 

the source of the Tuul River in order 
to protect and increase the water 
flow. The project to re-forest 2,400 
hectares of land at the River’s source 
is supported by the Ministry of 
Environment and Green Development 
through a memorandum of 
understanding. 

Oyu Tolgoi is providing funding of 
US$600,000 to the project. This 
funding  will be spent over the 
coming three years to plant 
100,000 trees and to improve 
water flow from Erdene soum 
of Tuv aimag where the source 
of the river is located. In 2013, 
the first year of the project, 35,000 
trees were planted at a total cost of 
US$200,000. Activities during this 
time include post-planting care and 
protection of young trees. The trees 
are planted using special transplanters 
used in Mongolia for the first time. 

This method leads to a survival rate of 
over 85 per cent.
 
By supporting this project, Oyu Tolgoi 
is providing significant support to 
protecting the environment and 
improving Ulaanbaatar’s water supply. 
The Tuul River is crucial for Mongolia, 
providing the primary source of 
drinking water for half the country’s 
population and meeting the demands 
of business and industry in the capital. 

You can see a short video about the 
project at: 
http://ot.mn/mn/node/5255

PLANTING 
100,000 TREES 
AT THE SOURCE 
OF TUUL RIVER



Project: Improving public awareness 
of Ulaanbaatar’s air quality
Project implementing 
organisation: School of Information 
Technology, Mongolian National 
University.
Project leader: Professor 
S.Lodoysamba
Project financing in 2013: MNT 
82.3 million
Project duration: May 2013 – June 
2014

In recent years, air pollution in 
Ulaanbaatar has become one of the 
country’s most pressing environmental 
and health problems. Increasing 
public knowledge about air pollution 
and providing people with timely 
information on the causes and 
dynamics is crucial for improving the 
efficiency of measures to reduce the 
problem. 

This project measures the rate of 
air particles with a high pollution 
rate using  modern equipment. The 
information is then shared via Twitter, 
Facebook and other social media 
sites to improve public awareness of 
air pollution. The project is run by the 
School of Information Technology at 
the Mongolian National University 
and is sponsored by Oyu Tolgoi. The 
total financing for the project is 
MNT82.3 million. As a result of the 
project, from May 2013, reliable air 
quality information has been regularly 
provided to the public for the first 
time. The information continues to be 
shared via social media channels such 
as Twitter (@UB_Air) and Facebook 
(UBAirQuality). 

Using modern equipment and 
academic study, the project will 
identify scientific evidence of where in 
Ulaanbaatar the air is most polluted 
and what particles are found in the 

pollution. It will also define the most 
effective measures to combat it. 
Regular monitoring of pollution will 
help people to identify the times of 
day when it increases and decreases 
and help find solutions to the problem.
 
The project’s implementation is 
allowing students and young people 
the opportunity to conduct research 
and improve their knowledge and skills 
using modern technical equipment. 

IMPROVING PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF 
ULAANBAATAR’S 
AIR QUALITY

An interview with the project leader, 
Professor S.Lodoysamba can be 
viewed at: 
http://ot.mn/en/node/4072



Project implementing 
organisation: The National Nature 
Wildlife Conservation Society, NGO 
Project financing: MNT 38,871,250 
Project duration: November 2013 – 
November 2014 

Environmental protection is one of 
the priority areas of Oyu Tolgoi’s 
Sustainable development principles 
and the company works to avoid, 
minimize and reduce any negative 
impact of mining operations on the 
environment. 

In line with this, to support the 
protection of the environment 
and promote education and green 
governance, Oyu Tolgoi provided 
MNT38,871,250 to establish the first 
highly professional photo and video 
bank to record and demonstrate 
Mongolia’s natural beauty and 

rare wildlife. The information 
includes taxonomic names and the 
geographical location of the samples 
included. Many other countries in 
the world have image banks of their 
nature and wildlife. The project is being 
implemented by the National Nature 
Wildlife Conservation Society, NGO. 
Thanks to this financing, the photo and 
video bank of South Gobi biodiversity, 
historical and natural landmarks will be 
launched during 2014.

In 2014, the project team will 
visit Khermen tsav canyon, Gobi 
Gurvansaikhan mountains, Khongoryn 
els sand dunes, Galbyn Gobi, 
Borzongiin Gobi, Small Gobi “B” Strictly 
Protected Area,  the border region,  
Naran daats oasis, Chono shurguul 
small forest, Khurmenii Gobi and 
Bayandaats area. They will document 
different species of mammals, birds, 
reptiles, plants and insects found 

in the South Gobi. They will record 
photos and videos, focusing especially 
on documenting the Khulan wild ass 
and the black-tailed gazelle which are 
specific to the Gobi region. As a direct 
result of this project, the South Gobi 
will have its first biodiversity photo 
and video bank and a series of eight  
TV programmes, as well as a short 
educational documentary for youth 
and children, will be produced. Books 
and brochures will also be published. 

ESTABLISHING 
A SOUTH GOBI 
BIODIVERSITY PHOTO 
AND VIDEO BANK



Project implementing 
organisation: Rotary Club of 
Ulaanbaatar
Project financing: MNT80 million
Project duration: May - December 
2013 

Oyu Tolgoi regularly extends its hand 
of support to vulnerable and needy 
groups that require care and help 
through its social investment projects. 
Oyu Tolgoi is commited to supporting 
children who are the happy future of 
our country.

 In 2013,  as part of the company’s 
social investment programme, MNT80 
million was donated to contribute to 
the improvement of the living and 
study environment of the children  
studying at the ‘Unur Bul’ Child and 
Family Development Centre and the 

‘Amgalan Complex’ Secondary School 
in Bayanzurkh district. The project was 
lead by Ulaanbaatar Rotary club. Since 
2005, Rotary Club of Ulaanbaatar has 
run projects aimed at improving the 
sanitation in secondary schools in the 
remote ger districts of Ulaanbaatar. 

As a result of support from Oyu Tolgoi, 
the sanitation facilities in ‘Unur Bul’ 
Child and Family Development Centre 
and ‘Amgalan Complex’ Secondary 
School were fully upgraded and 
renovated.  As a result of the project, 
190 orphans and needy children 
between the ages of two and 18 that 
live in the ‘Unur Bul’ centre and 2,400 
pupils and 180 teachers and staff at 
the ‘Amgalan Complex’ can now live 
and work in a convenient and clean 
environment. Infections and diseases 
from unsanitary conditions can also be 
prevented as a result.

IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE ENVIRONMENT 
FOR CHILDREN’S 
LIVING AND STUDY

You can read the project press 
release at: 
http://ot.mn/en/media/press-release/161213



Project implementing 
organisation: The Arts Council of 
Mongolia 
Project financing: MNT15  million
Project duration: January - April 
2013 

The need for the protection and 
appropriate use of intellectual 
property in Mongolia and the need 
for greater public awareness of 
the issue is increasing. To help the 
resolution of these issues, Oyu Tolgoi 
provided support to a project called 
“Empowering the Creative Cluster of 
Mongolia.”  An intellectual property 
seminar took place which was 
designed to increase the awareness 
of intellectual property issues 
among Mongolian artists and arts 
enterpreneurs and to help improve 

legal regulation through the active 
cooperation of those involved. 

The seminar was held on April 23-
24, 2013 at the initiative of the Arts 
Council of Mongolia in cooperation 
with the Intellectual Property Office 
and Ministry of Culture, Sports and 
Tourism. Speakers at the seminar 
included Professor of law, Kenneth 
Crews from Columbia University in 
New York. Professor Crews specialises 
in international copyright issues 
including relating to movies, books and 
graphic arts. Other speakers included 
Mongolian experts on copyright 
and intellectual property. The event 
included seminars aimed at librarians, 
authors and publishing houses, 
film makers, television producers 
and content developers, musicians, 
composers, dancers, entrepreneurs, 

artists, gallery owners and corporate 
wealth managers. 

As a result of the project, over 250 
artists, authors, entrepreneurs and 
lawyers working in film, music, the 
graphic arts and library industries 
improved their knowledge of copyright 
issues and discussed ways to resolve 
their pressing problems. A model 
intellectual property agreement was 
developed and the seminar manual 
was published on the Arts Council 
website

SUPPORTING PUBLIC 
AWARENESS AND 
LEGAL REGULATION OF 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY



Project implementing 
organisation: Kalachakra Culture 
Center, NGO.
Project financing: MNT86.8 million
Project duration: 2013-2017

Oyu Tolgoi is not only conducting 
mining operations in the South Gobi 
but also implementing significant 
programmes in the local community. 
One area of priority is to protect and 
preserve the cultural heritage of the 
South Gobi region. As part of this, 
the company supported a project 
implemented by the Kalachakra 
Culture Center, NGO to transcribe 
Ganjuur and Danjuur into modern 
Mongolian. 

The project has ensured that the first 
64 books of Ganjuur and Danjuur 
sutras will be in the South Gobi in 
Umnugovi aimag central library, 

Maaniin temple, Badamdemchognai 
temple of Khanbogd soum and 
Khanbogd soum library. A hosting 
ceremony was held from September 
26-27, 2013. Ganjuur and Danjuur 
sutras have over 400 books in total 
and the remaining volumes will be 
delivered to these institutions after 
completion of the translation work.

Ganjuur and Danjuur, the great 
Buddhist scriptures of Mongolia are 
registered as world cultural heritage 
treasures by UNESCO. Making a home 
for these scriptures in the South Gobi 
is a significant intellectual investment 
for current residents and future 
generations of South Gobi province. 
Oyu Tolgoi supported and sponsored 
this work, because transcribing great 
sutras of Ganjuur and Danjuur into 
cyrillic script will contribute to their 
long term preservation for future 
generations and enable their study and 

research. The project also promotes 
the Mongolian people’s pride in their 
country, intellectual capacity and 
traditional teachings on protecting the 
environment.

GANJUUR AND 
DANJUUR SUTRAS 
IN THE SOUTH 
GOBI

A press release about the project is 
available at: 
http://ot.mn/en/media/press-release/260913



Project implementing 
organisation: Mongolian Association 
of Urban Centres.
Project financing: US$400,000 
Project duration: April-November, 
2013 

In April 2013, on the initiative of the 
Ulaanbaatar Municipal office, Oyu 

Tolgoi signed a Memorandum of 
understanding entitled “Partnership 
for Development” to address the 
urgent need for private sector  social 
investment in the capital city. In line 
with the agreement, Ulaanbaatar 
Municipal office asked Oyu Tolgoi 
to improve Baga Toriuu street. Oyu 
Tolgoi agreed and provided funding of 
US$400,000. 

With financing and support from Oyu 
Tolgoi, Student Street’s 3,000 square 
metres, stretching from the Mongolian 
State University of Education junction 
to the Central Sports Palace west 
junction, has been fully upgraded using 
the latest environmentally friendly 
technology and construction design. 

LED lights were installed and a 
walkway, rest benches, trash bins and 
a free Wi-Fi network were constructed 
to a level that any modern city would 
be proud of. As a result of this project, 
the learning and living environment 
for students  was improved and 
one of the city’s central streets was 
renovated. The project was delivered 
by the Mongolian Association of Urban 
Centres.

IMPROVING 
STREETS IN 
THE CAPITAL 
CITY

The project press release is 
available at: 
http://ot.mn/en/media/press-release/161013


